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oak (referring to the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marine Corps). 

(2) One lapel button will be furnished 
without cost to the widow or widower, 
to each of the parents, each child, step-
child, child through adoption, brother, 
half brother, sister, and half sister of a 
member of the Armed Forces who lost 
his or her life while on active duty. The 
term widow or widower includes those 
who have since remarried, and the 
term parents includes mother, father, 
stepmother, stepfather, mother 
through adoption, father through adop-
tion, and foster parents who stood in 
place of a parent. 

(3) Casualty area commands will 
stock the button and ensure that sur-
vivor assistance officers issue them to 
eligible next of kin. 

(4) The Lapel Button, Next of Kin of 
Deceased Personnel is authorized for 
issue retroactive to March 29, 1973. The 
next of kin of soldiers who died since 
that date may request issue of the but-
ton by writing to the NPRC (see 
§ 578.16(a)(3)). Furnish the name, grade, 
SSN, and date of death of the deceased 
soldier. The names and relationships of 
the next of kin must also be provided. 

(m) Army Superior Unit Award Lapel 
Pin. The Army Superior Unit Award 
Lapel Pin is authorized for issue and 
wear by DA civilians in the employ of 
a unit awarded the Army Superior Unit 
Award. The lapel pin is also authorized 
for optional purchase and wear on ci-
vilian clothing by qualified military 
personnel. 

§ 578.64 Miniature decorations. 

(a) Decorations. Miniature replicas of 
all medals except the Medal of Honor 
and the Legion of Merit in the Degrees 
of Chief Commander and Commander 
are authorized for wear on certain uni-
forms instead of the issued medals. 
Miniatures of decorations are issued 
only to foreign nationals and with the 
award of the Distinguished Service 
Medal to U.S. personnel. 

(b) Miniature badges. Replicas of com-
bat and special skill badges in minia-
ture size are authorized for wear on 
certain uniforms instead of the full- 
size badges. 

§ 578.65 Supply, service, and requisi-
tion of medals and badges. 

(a) Medals and appurtenances listed 
are issued by DA: 

(1) Decorations; 
(2) Service medals; 
(3) Service ribbons; 
(4) Palms; 
(5) Rosettes; 
(6) Clasps; 
(7) Arrowheads; 
(8) Service stars; 
(9) French Fourragere; 
(10) Netherlands Orange Lanyard; 
(11) Army Good Conduct Medals; 
(12) Oak Leaf Cluster; 
(13) Numerals; 
(14) Letter ‘‘V’’ devices; 
(15) Certificate for decorations; 
(16) Lapel buttons for decorations; 
(17) Miscellaneous lapel buttons list-

ed in Lapel buttons for badges and 
Lapel buttons for service; 

(18) Ten-year devices; 
(19) Berlin Airlift devices; 
(20) Containers for decorations; 
(21) Miniature decorations to foreign 

military personnel; 
(22) Letter ‘‘V’’ Device; 
(23) Letter ‘‘M’’ Device; 
(b) Badges and appurtenances listed 

below are issued by Department of the 
Army: 

(1) Combat and special skill badges; 
(2) Basic Marksmanship Designation 

Badges; 
(3) Distinguished marksmanship des-

ignation badges; 
(4) Excellence in competition badges; 
(5) Basic marksmanship qualification 

badges and bars; 
(6) Army Staff Identification Badge; 
(7) The Guard, Tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier Identification Badge (an item 
of organizational equipment); 

(8) Army ROTC Nurse Cadet Program 
Identification Badge; 

(9) Drill Sergeant Identification 
Badge; 

(10) U.S. Army Recruiter Identifica-
tion Badge; 

(11) Career Counselor Badge; 
(12) Army National Guard Recruiting 

and Retention Identification Badge; 
(13) U.S. Army Reserve Recruiter 

Identification Badge. 
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§ 578.66 Original issue or replacement. 
(a) General. All U.S. Army medals are 

presented without cost to an awardee. 
Replacement of medals or service rib-
bons for individuals not on active duty 
may be made at cost price. Requests 
will be honored from the original re-
cipient of the award, or if deceased, 
from his or her primary next of kin in 
the following order: surviving spouse, 
eldest surviving child, father or moth-
er, eldest surviving brother or sister, or 
eldest surviving grandchild. 

(b) Issue or replacement of service 
medals and service ribbons antedating 
the World War I Victory Medal is no 
longer accomplished. These awards are 
not available from the supply system, 
but may be purchased from private 
dealers in military insignia. 

(c) No money should be mailed until 
instructions are received by NPRC. Re-
quests for medals should be directed to 
the following addresses as shown 
below. 

(1)(i) Request for: Personnel in active 
Federal military service or in the 
Army National Guard or U.S. Army Re-
serve. 

(ii) Submit to: Unit Commander. 
(2)(i) Request for: Medals on behalf of 

individuals having no current U.S. 
Army status or deceased prior to Octo-
ber 1, 2002. 

(ii) Submit to: National Personnel 
Records Center, 9700 Page Avenue, St. 
Louis, MO 63132–5100. 

(3)(i) Request for: Medals for individ-
uals who retired, were discharged or 
died (except general officers) after Oc-
tober 1, 2002. 

(ii) Submit to: Commander, U.S. 
Army Human Resources Command, 
ATTN: AHRC–CC–B, 1 Reserve Way, St. 
Louis, MO 63132–5200. 

(4)(i) Request for: Personnel receiv-
ing retired pay, except general officers. 

(ii) Submit to: National Personnel 
Records Center, 9700 Page Avenue, St. 
Louis, MO 63132–5100. 

(5)(i) Request for: Retired general of-
ficers. 

(ii) Submit to: Commander, USA 
HRC, ATTN: AHRC–PDO–PA, 200 Sto-
vall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332–0471. 

(d) Issue of medals, other than Army. 
Medals and appurtenances awarded 
while in active Federal service in one 
of the other U.S. military Services will 

be issued on individual request to ap-
propriate Service as shown below. 

(1)(i) Request for: Navy awards. 
(ii) Submit to: Office of the Chief of 

Naval Operations, Awards, Code: 09B33, 
2000 Navy Pentagon, Washington, DC 
20350–2000. 

(2)(i) Request for: Air Force awards. 
(ii) Submit to: Commander, U.S. Air 

Force Personnel Center/DPPPRA, 550 C 
Street West, Suite 12, Randolph Air 
Force Base, TX 78150–6001. 

(3)(i) Request for: Marine Corps 
awards. 

(ii) Submit to: Commandant, U.S. 
Marine Corps, Manpower and Reserve 
Affairs, Code: MMMA, 3280 Russell 
Road, Quantico, VA 22134–5103. 

(4)(i) Request for: Coast Guard 
awards. 

(ii) Submit to: Commandant, United 
States Coast Guard, 2100 Second 
Street, SW., ATTN: G–PS–5/TP41, 
Washington, DC 20593–0001. 

§ 578.67 Manufacture, sale, and illegal 
possession. 

Sections 507.1 to 507.8 of this chapter 
prescribe: 

(a) Restrictions on manufacture and 
sale of service medals and appur-
tenance by civilians. 

(b) Penalties for illegal possession 
and wearing of service medals and ap-
purtenances. 

§ 578.68 Badges and tabs; general. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of awarding 
badges is to provide for public recogni-
tion by tangible evidence of the attain-
ment of a high degree of skill, pro-
ficiency, and excellence in tests and 
competition, as well as in the perform-
ance of duties. Awards of badges pro-
mote esprit de corps, and provide an in-
centive to greater effort, thus becom-
ing instrumental in building and main-
taining morale. Types of badges au-
thorized to be awarded as hereinafter 
prescribed, are combat and special skill 
badges, marksmanship qualification 
badges, identification badges and tabs. 

(b) Recommendations and approval au-
thority. (1) Recommendations for 
awards of badges will be submitted by 
memorandum or DA Form 4187 through 
command channels to the commander 
authorized to make the award. 
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(2) Badges may be approved and 
awarded in the field only by the com-
manders authorized to award the re-
spective badge. 

(3) Award of badges to Active Army 
personnel which cannot be resolved by 
local commanders will be forwarded 
through command channels to HQ, 
USA HRC, (see address § 578.3(c)). 

(c) Posthumous awards. When an indi-
vidual who has qualified for a badge 
dies before the award is made, the 
badge may be presented to the next of 
kin. 

(d) Retroactive awards. Retroactive 
awards of the Combat Infantryman 
Badge and the Combat Medical Badge 
may be made to fully qualified individ-
uals. Such awards will not be made ex-
cept where evidence of injustice is pre-
sented. Active duty soldiers will for-
ward their applications through com-
mand channels to HQ, AHRC, (see ad-
dress § 578.3(c)). Reserve Component 
soldiers should address their applica-
tion to Commander, USA HRC–St. 
Louis, One Reserve Way, St. Louis, MO 
63132–5200. Retirees and veterans should 
address their application to the NPRC 
(see § 578.16(a)(3) for address). 

(e) Announcement of awards. Perma-
nent awards of badges, except basic 
marksmanship qualification badges, 
identification badges, and the Physical 
Fitness Badge, will be announced in 
Permanent Orders by commanders au-
thorized to make the award or Perma-
nent Orders of HQDA. 

(f) Presentation of awards. Whenever 
practical, badges will be presented to 
military personnel in a formal cere-
mony. Presentations should be made as 
promptly as practical following an-
nouncement of awards, and when pos-
sible, in the presence of the troops with 
whom the recipients were serving at 
the time of the qualification. 

(g) Supply of badges. (1) Badges listed 
below are issued by the DA. 

(i) Combat and special skill badges; 
(ii) Basic Marksmanship Designation 

Badges; 
(iii) Distinguished marksmanship 

designation badges; 
(iv) Excellence in competition 

badges; 
(v) Basic marksmanship qualification 

badges and bars; 
(vi) Army Staff Identification Badge; 

(vii) The Guard, Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier Identification Badge (an 
item of organizational equipment); 

(viii) Army ROTC Nurse Cadet Pro-
gram Identification Badge; 

(ix) Drill Sergeant Identification 
Badge; 

(x) U.S. Army Recruiter Identifica-
tion Badge; 

(xi) Career Counselor Badge; 
(xii) Army National Guard Recruit-

ing and Retention Identification 
Badge; 

(xiii) U.S. Army Reserve Recruiter 
Identification Badge. 

(2) Items not issued or sold by the 
DA: 

(i) Identification badges, except as 
provided in paragraph (g)(1) of this sec-
tion; 

(ii) Lapel buttons for badges; 
(iii) Certificates for badges; 
(iv) Foreign badges; 
(v) Miniature Combat Infantryman, 

Expert Infantryman, Combat Medical, 
Expert Field Medical, and Aviation 
badges; 

(vi) Dress miniature badges. (Minia-
tures may be purchased from dealers in 
military insignia.) 

(h) Requisition. Combat and special 
skill badges, basic marksmanship qual-
ification badges, and authorized bars, 
may be requisitioned by commanders 
through normal channels. Requisitions 
will contain a statement that issue is 
to be made to authorized personnel. 
Commanders authorized to make the 
award may requisition bulk delivery of 
badges to meet needs for 60 days. Care 
should be taken that excessive stocks 
are not requisitioned. Initial issue or 
replacement for a badge lost, de-
stroyed, or rendered unfit for use with-
out fault or neglect on the part of the 
person to whom it was awarded, will be 
made upon application, without charge 
to military personnel on active duty 
and at stock fund standard price to all 
others. 

(i) Character of service. A badge will 
not be awarded to any person who, sub-
sequent to qualification therefore, has 
been dismissed, dishonorably dis-
charged, or convicted of desertion by 
court-martial. 
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